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by  the 


ical  Officer  of  Health 


to  the 

CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Authority 
for  the  year  1960,  in  accordance  with  Regulation  12  (4)  of  the  Public 
Health  Officers  (Port  Health  Districts)  Regulations,  1959. 

u  iV*e  r^P°(rt  ls  Presented  in  the  form  desired  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  and  the  statistical  information  is  arranged  in  the  form  and 
sequence  indicated  in  the  Ministry  letter,  dated  30th  December,  1960, 

and  Form  Port  20,  Full  information  is  included  in  all  sections  of  the 
Report. 


It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  legal 
action  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted 
.eriods)  (vessels)  Regulations,  1958.  Written  notices  were  served  in 
respect  of  excessive  smoke  from  three  vessels.  It  is  felt  that  the  efforts 
of  the  inspectors  to  stress  the  importance  of  complying  with  the  regula¬ 
tions  is  having  the  desired  effect.  The  presence  of  the  Authority’s 
launch  in  tne  Latchford— Eastham  section  of  the  Canal  has  been  an 
indirect  contribution  to  the  control  of  smoke  in  this  area. 


A  consignment  of  rags  from  Egypt  containing  objectionable  articles 
arrived  in  tne  port  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  matter  was  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  importers  and  the  Waste  Trade  Federation.  Publicity 
to  unsatisfactory  rag  importations  was  given  in  a  monthly  waste  trades 
journal,  in  which  it  was  made  clear  that  this  nuisance  could  be  avoided 

ano  with  t.,e  exercise  of  rigid  care  at  foreign  ports  the  last  should  be 
heard  of  such  reports. 


The  Food  Hygiene  (Docks,  Carriers,  etc.)  Regulations,  1960,  which 
came  into  -orce  on  the  1st  November,  1960,  are  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  powers  enforceable  by  the  Authority  and  should  bring  about  a  long- 
felt  want  in  improving  dockside  conditions. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Authority  for  their  support  and  co-operation  and  to 
the  members  of  the  staff  for  their  devoted  service  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  METCALFE  BROWN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Port  Health  Office, 

168  Trafford  Road, 

Salford,  5. 
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Members  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 


The  membership  of  the  Authority  for  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Councillor  B.  S.  LANGTON 
(Chairman ) 

Alderman  J.  E.  FITZSIMONS,  J.P. 
Councillor  Mrs.  N.  BEER,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 
Councillor  J.  CONWAY,  succeeded  in 
May  by 

Alderman  R.  E.  THOMAS,  j.P. 


Authority  represented  : 


County  Borough  of 
Manchester. 


Alderman  S.  W.  DAVIS 
( Deputy-Chairman ) 

Alderman  T.  C.  LOFTUS 
Alderman  G.  H.  GGULDEN,  j.P. 
Alderman  Miss  M.  C.  WHITEHEAD,  j.P. 


>  County  Borough  of  Salford. 


Councillor  E.  REID 


Alderman  Mrs.  E.  BODDAN 


Councillor  J.  HUNT 


Councillor  D.  H.  BREW,  J.P. 


Alderman  P.  HANLEY 


Borough  of  Stretford. 


Borough  of  Eccles. 
Irlam  U.D.C. 
Urmston  U.D.C. 

Lymm  U.D.C. 
Runcorn  R.D.C. 
Runcorn  U.D.C. 
Bucklow  R.D.C. 


Warrington  C.B.  and  R.D.C. 


Borough  of  Widnes. 

-  Borough  of  Bebington. 
Borough  of  Ellesmere  Port. 
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SECTION  I  :  Staff 

TABLE  A. 


Name  of  Officei 

Nature  of 
'  Appointment 

Date  of 
Appointment 

Qualifications 

Other 

Appointments 

J.  B.  D.  Haynes 

Clerk  to  the 
Authority 

5th  June,  1950. 

Solicitor 

Coroner  and 

Practising 

Solicitor. 

C.  Metcalfe 
Brown 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

8th  May,  1954. 

M.D.,  D.P.H., 
Barrister-at-Law 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 

City  of 
Manchester. 

A.  M.  M. 
Grierson 

Deputy 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

31st  May,  1954. 

O.B.E.,  M.D., 
D.P.H.,  F.R.S.E. 

Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of 
Health,  City  of 
Manchester. 

B.  J.  Griffiths 

Medical  Officer 

31st  May,  1954. 

B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Medical 
Officer — 
Administrative, 
j  City  of 
Manchester. 

W.  H.  Jennings 

Food  Inspector 

1st  October, 
1946. 

Cert.  R.S.I. 
jMeat  &  Other 
j  Foods  Cert. 

T.  Borrows 

| 

Food  Inspector 

1st  June,  1947. 

i 

i 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

Meat  &  Other 
Foods  Cert. 
Cert.  Meat  & 
Food  Inspection 
(Liverpool  Uni¬ 
versity-School 
of  Hygiene) 
Cert.  ( Inter¬ 
mediate)  in 
Municipal 
Administration 

G.  E.  Stanley 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

1st  October, 
1946. 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

Meat  &  Other 
Foods  Cert. 
Master  Mariner 

" 

J.  Forbes 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

23rd  June,  1958. 

Cert.  R.S.A. 

( Scotland ) 

— 

A.  M.  Dickson 

Port  Health 
Inspector 

21st  July,  1958. 

Cert.  R.S.A. 

( Scotland ) 

Cert.  Meat  and 
other  Foods 
( Scotland ) 

E.  Redhead 

Student  Port 
Health 
Inspector 

11th  March, 

1957. 

— 

T.  A.  Buckley 

Senior  Clerk 

1st  November, 
1940. 

^ert.  R.S.I. 

— 

Address  and  Telephone  No.  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  168  Trafford  Road 
Salford  5.  (TRAfford  Park  1714). 

Branch  Office:  14  Victoria  Road,  Runcorn.  (Telephone:  Runcorn  2919). 
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SECTION  II  :  Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district 

TABLE  B. 


Number  inspected  : 

Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of  Health 

By  the 
Port 
Health 
Inspectors 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as  having, 
or  having  had  during 
the  voyage,  infectious 
disease  on  board 

Foreign  ports  ... 
Coastwise  ...... 

2,630 

3, OH 

6,409,551 

2,302,023 

i  m 

j  Ul 

* 

2,010 

428 

8 

Total  . 

5,644 

8,711,574 

55* 

2,438 

8 

*  Visited  by  Boarding  Medical  Officers,  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority,  in  R.  Mersey. 
“Foreign”  excludes  ports  in  the  Irish  Republic. 
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SECTION  III. 

Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year. 

TABLE  C. 

Passenger  traffic  : 

Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  :  478. 

Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS  :  491. 

Cargo  traffic  : 

Principal  IMPORTS  : 

Aluminium,  asbestos,  beer  and  stout,  chemicals,  copper,  cotton, 
flour,  meal,  etc.,  foodstuffs,  general  cargo,  grain,  iron  manufac¬ 
tures,  ores,  oils  and  petroleum,  paper,  phosphates,  cotton  waste, 
sand  and  gravel,  spelter  and  lead,  stone,  etc.,  sulphur,  tanning 
materials,  tea,  timber,  woodpulp  and  wool. 

Principal  EXPORTS  : 

Chemicals,  coal  and  coke,  cotton  waste,  etc.,  creosote,  general 
cargo,  glass,  iron  manufactures,  machinery,  petroleum,  pitch, 
pottery  and  earthenware,  salt,  textiles  and  vehicles. 


Total  traffic, 

I960  :  17,707,422  tons. 

Total  traffic, 

1959  :  18,558,210  tons. 

PRINCIPAL  PORTS 

FROM  WHICH  SHIPS  ARRIVE  : 

Argentina 

•  ••  •••  •••  ••• 

Bahia  Blanca,  Buenos  Aires  and  Rosario. 

Australia 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

Adelaide,  Brisbane,  Fremantle,  Melbourne, 
Port  Pirie  and  Sydney. 

Belgium 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

Antwerp  and  Ghent. 

Brazil 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

Porto  Alegre,  Rio  de  Janeiro  and  Santos. 

Canada  ... 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

East  and  West  Coast  and  Great  Lakes 
ports. 

Ceylon  ... 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

Colombo. 

Colombia 

•  ‘  *  •••  •••  ••• 

Mamonal  and  Cartagena. 

Cyprus  ... 

Famagusta,  Limassol  and  Morphou  Bay. 

Denmark 

. 

Copenhagen,  Esbjerg,  Frederikshavn  and 
Odense. 

East  Africa 

•  •  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

Beira,  Lourenco  Marques  and  Mombasa. 

Ecuador 

*  *  •••  «  •  •  ••• 

La  Libertad. 

Egypt  ...  . 

•*  •••  •  •  «  ••• 

Alexandria,  Port  Said,  Port  Sudan  and 
Suez. 

Eire  ...  . 

••  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

Cork,  Drogheda,  Dublin,  Dundalk, 
Limerick,  Wicklow  and  Waterford. 

Finland  ...  . 

••  •••  •••  ••• 

Abo,  Helsingfors,  Kotka,  Lovisa,  Mantyl- 
uoto,  Raumo  and  Yxpila. 
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Principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrive — continued. 


France 


Germany  . 

(3  reece  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Holland  . 

Iceland  ...  ...  ... 

India  *.*  ...  ...  ... 

Indonesia  . 

Israel  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ira  cj  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Italy  . 

Lebanon  . 

Malaya  . 

Netherlands  West  Indies 
North  Africa  . 

Norway  . 


Pakistan 
Persian  Gulf 

Peru 

Poland  ... 

Portugal 

Russia 

South  Africa 

Spain 

Sweden 


Bordeaux,  Cherbourg,  Donges,  La  Pal  I  ice, 

Le  Havre,  Sete,  Paris,  Pornic,  Rouen  and 
T  report. 

Bremen,  Hamburg,  Rostock  and  Wismar. 

Patras,  Piraeus  and  Salonica. 

Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam. 

Reykjavik. 

Bombay,  Calcutta,  Cochin  and  Vizaga- 
patam. 

Balik  Papan  and  Miri. 

Haifa  and  Tel-Aviv. 

Basra  and  Fao. 

Genoa,  Civitavecchia,  Messina  and  Savona. 

Beyrout,  Sidon  and  Tripoli. 

Singapore. 

Aruba  and  Curacao. 

Algiers,  Casablanca,  La  Goulette  and 
Tunis. 

Arendai,  Bergen,  Christiansand,  Hauge- 
sund,  Frederikstad,  Larvik,  Narvik,  Oslo, 
Porsgrunn,  Risor,  Sarpsborg,  Skien, 
Stavanger  and  Trondhjem. 

Chittagong,  Karachi  and  Chalna. 

Kuwait,  Mena  al  Ahmadi,  Umm  Said  and 
Bahrein. 

Cabo  Blanco  and  Lobitos. 

Gdansk  (Danzig)  and  Gdynia. 

Leixoes,  Lisbon  and  Oporto. 

Archangel,  Leningrad  and  Poti. 

Capetown,  Durban,  East  London  and  Port 
Elizabeth. 

Bilbao  and  Huelva. 

Gefle,  Gothenburg,  Helsingborg,  Herno- 
sand,  Holmsund,  Lake  Vener,  Norrkop- 
ing,  Stockholm,  Sundsvall  and  Udde- 

vaila. 


Syria  . 

Trinidad  . 

Turkey  . 

United  Kingdom  ... 


Lattakia. 

Port  of  Spain  and  Point  Fortin. 

Iskenderun  and  Istanbul. 

Avonmouth,  Belfast,  Douglas,  Fawley, 
Glasgow,  Larne,  Liverpool,  London, 
Londonderry,  Lochaline,  Par,  Penmaen- 
mawr  and  South  Wales  ports. 
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Principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrive — continued. 

United  States  of  America  ...  Atlantic,  Gulf,  Great  Lakes  and  Pacific 

ports. 

Uruguay  .  Montevideo. 


Venezuela  .  Amuay  Bay,  Las  Piedras,  Punta  Cardon, 

Cabimas,  Caripito  and  Puerto  la  Cruz. 

West  Africa .  Bathurst,  Conakry,  Dakar,  Freetown, 

Lagos,  Lobito,  Sapele,  Monrovia,  Port 
Harcourt,  Takoradi  and  Warri. 


Yugoslavia  .  Rijeka. 


SECTION  IV  :  Inland  barge  traffic. 

Numbers  and  tonnage  using  the  district,  and  places  served 

by  the  traffic. 

There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  barge  traffic  between  the  docks 
and  waterside  premises  in  and  about  Manchester  and  to  Runcorn,  War¬ 
rington,  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead.  Outside  places  served  include  all 
towns  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  on  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal, 
also  towns  in  Cheshire,  Shropshire,  Staffordshire,  Nottingham,  Derby 
and  Leicester  on  the  Weaver  Navigation,  Trent  and  Mersey,  Shropshire 
Union,  Birmingham  and  associated  canals. 

The  amount  of  traffic  passing  between  the  Bridgewater  Canal  and 
Manchester  Docks  during  1960  totalled  149,081  tons.  This  traffic  was 
carried  in  boats  owned  by  the  Bridgewater  Department  of  the  Manchester 
Ship  Canal  Company  and  in  bye-traders’  boats. 

47  visits  were  made  to  42  canal  boats  during  the  year,  18  of  which 
were  found  to  contravene  the  Canal  Boats  Regulations.  35  inspections 
were  carried  out  in  the  main  docks  and  a  further  12  visits  were  made  to 
boats  lying  in  the  Warrington-Ellesmere  Port  section  of  the  Ship  Canal. 
Outstanding  contraventions  were  corrected  on  7  of  the  boats  inspected 
and  12  complaint  notes  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  defective  conditions  and  contra¬ 
ventions  found.  No  legal  proceedings  have  been  necessary  to  obtain  the 


remedy  of  defects  : 

Registration  not  marked  on  boat  .  2 

Registration  certificate  torn  and  dilapidated  .  1 

Registration  certificate  not  produced  .  5 

Registration  certificate  incorrect  .  3 

Cabins,  etc.,  in  defective  or  dirty  condition  .  4 

Lighting  and  ventilation  defective  ...  .  2 

Washbasin  defective  . 3 

Stoves,  stove  pipes,  etc.,  defective .  3 

Cabins,  etc.,  required  painting .  1 


24 

No  cases  of  infectious  illness  were  reported  and  no  boats  have  been 
detained  for  cleansing  and  disinfection. 

The  Authority  is  not  a  registration  authority. 
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SECTION  V  :  Water  supply. 

(I)  Source  of  supply  for  (a)  the  district  and  (h)  shipping . 

(a)  Piped  water  supplies  are  provided  by  the  respective  water  under¬ 
takings  abutting  the  Ship  Canal. 

(b)  Fresh  water  is  obtainable  direct  from  hydrants  in  Manchester 
Docks  and  on  the  quays,  wharves,  etc.,  between  Mode  Wheel  and  Barton 
Locks,  Partington  Coal  Basin,  Latchford  Locks,  Warrington  Lay-Bye, 
Runcorn  Docks,  Weston  Point  Docks,  Stanlow  Lay-Bye,  Stanlow  Oil  Dock, 
Ellesmere  Port,  Eastham  Locks,  and  the  berths  in  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Dock,  Eastham. 


(2)  Report  of  tests  for  contamination. 


59  samples  of  water  from 
results  : 


(a)  Chemical 

(b)  Bacteriological 


ships  were  examined  with  the  following 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory  Total 

..  20  —  20 

..  34  5  39 


There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  samples  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  Steps  were  taken  immediately  on  receipt  of  these 
unsatisfactory  reports  to  ensure  that  water  tanks  were  cleaned  without 
delay.  When  the  reports  came  to  hand  whilst  the  vessels  were  still  in  port 
appropriate  action  was  taken  prior  to  sailing.  In  two  cases  where  the 
vessels  had  sailed  to  Liverpool  and  Swansea  the  Port  Medical  Officers  of 
these  ports  were  informed.  Replies  were  received  to  the  effect  that 
further  samples  had  been  taken  and  found  satisfactory. 


Copies  of  reports  in  respect  of  water  samples  taken  on  British  ships 
were  forwarded  to  the  Marine  Survey  Office,  Ministry  of  Transport, 
Liverpool. 


(3)  Precautions  against  contamination  of  hydrants  and  hosepipes. 

Hydrants  and  hosepipes  were  generally  found  to  be  adequately  pro¬ 
tected  against  contamination.  At  Ellesmere  Port  several  hydrants  were 
found  without  protective  outlet  caps,  and  the  method  of  storing  and 
handling  hoses  left  much  to  be  desired.  These  matters  were  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.  and  were  given  their  prompt 
attention. 


(4)  Number  and  sanitary  condition  of  water  boats,  and  powers  of  control  by 
the  Authority. 

A  barge,  “M.S.C.  43”,  is  used  on  the  tidal  section  of  the  Ship  Canal 
for  the  conveyance  of  fresh  water  to  dredging  craft.  The  boat  is  fitted 
with  an  after  tank  which  is  cement  washed  twice  each  year  and  cleaned 
regularly.  A  separate  pump  and  hose  are  supplied  for  exclusive  use  with 

this  tank. 
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SECTION  VI  : 

Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations,  1952  and  1954. 

(1)  List  of  infected  areas. 

Arrangements  for  the  preparation  and  amendment  of  the  list,  the 
form  of  the  list,  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  supplied,  and  the  pro¬ 
cedure  for  supplying  it  to  those  persons. 

A  list  of  such  areas  is  compiled  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority.  Copies  are  forwarded  by  post  to  H.M. 
Customs  and  Excise,  Eastham,  and  also  handed  to  the  Waterguard 
Department  and  to  inspectors  of  this  Authority.  The  list  comprised  of 
the  following  ports  : —  r 

Rangoon,  Dar  es  Salaam  and  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

All  ports  in  :  China,  Ecuador,  Indo-China,  India,  Pakistan,  Belgian 
Congo,  Nigeria  (including  British  Cameroons),  Liberia,  Ghana  and 
Colombia. 

(2)  Radio  messages. 

Manchester  is  not  a  radio  transmitting  or  receiving  port.  Radio 
messages  are  sent  to  Liverpool,  and  if  a  vessel  is  bound  for  Manchester 
all  necessary  information  is  duly  forwarded  by  telephone.  Instructions 

to  Pilots  and  Masters  are  given  on  page  4  of  the  Maritime  Declaration 
of  Health. 

(3)  Notifications  otherwise  than  by  radio. 

Any  cases  of  infectious  sickness  occurring  on  inward-bound  vessels 
prior  to  arrival  at  Eastham  are  dealt  with  by  one  of  the  Boarding  Medical 
Officers  or  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority.  An  agreement  is  in 
operation  between  the  two  Authorities  for  such  cases  to  be  dealt  with. 
Should  any  person  be  found  to  be  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease 
after  a  vessel  has  entered  the  Canal,  arrangements  would  be  made  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  remove  the  person  to  the  nearest  hospital 
for  infectious  diseases. 

(4)  Mooring  stations. 

Arrangements  were  originally  made  in  1933  with  H.M.  Customs  and 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
then  Port  Sanitary  Regulations  as  to  the  establishment  of  mooring 
stations.  The  Company  was  not  able  to  designate  any  of  their  wharves 
or  lay-byes  as  special  mooring  stations,  but,  whenever  the  necessity  should 
arise,  arrangements  would  be  made  if  possible  for  the  vessel  to  be 
berthed  at  one  of  the  following  places  : — 

Barton  Dolphins,  adjoining  Barton  Locks; 

Irwell  Park  Wharf,  Eccles, 

Guinness’  Wharf  (now  Brown  &  Poison’s  Wharf), 

Eastham  Dolphins, 

Stanlow  Wharf, 

Dolphins  near  Runcorn  Lay-Bye, 

Lay-Bye  near  Moore  Lane. 
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Since  these  arrangements  were  made  traffic  conditions  within  the 
port  have  altered  substantially  and  in  1958  it  was  agreed  that  a,  vessel 
entering  the  Canal  on  which  there  was  a  quarantinable  disease  could 
proceed  to  a  berth  at  one  of  the  Eastham  Lay-Byes.  In  the  unusual  event 
of  all  the  lay-byes  being  occupied  it  was  agreed  that  a  vessel  could  be 
directed  to  the  nearest  vacant  berth  within  the  Canal  at  Ellesmere  Port 
or  Stanlow.  With  regard  to  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock  at  Eastham  it 
was  decided  that  the  place  of  mooring,  loading  or  discharge  could  be 
accepted  as  a  mooring  station. 

If  any  occasion  should  arise  for  a  vessel  to  be  directed  to  a  mooring 
station  the  full  co-operation  of  all  concerned  would  enable  the  arrange¬ 
ments  to  be  carried  out  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  : 

(a)  Hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  diseases  ( other  than  small¬ 
pox — see  Section  VII)  : 

Ladyweil  Hospital,  Salford  ; 

Ciatterbridge  Hospital,  Bebington  ; 

Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath,  Manchester  ; 

Fazakerley  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

Treatment  would  be  arranged  at  the  hospital  most  appropriate  to 
the  circumstances.  In  case  of  difficulty  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  of 
either  Manchester  or  Liverpool  would  be  consulted. 

( b )  Surveillance  and  follow-up  of  contacts. 

Any  vessel  from  which  a  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  removed 
would  be  visited  daily  by  an  inspector  to  ascertain  the  health  of  the 
remainder  of  the  crew. 

(c)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships ,  persons,  clothing  and  other 
articles. 

The  Authority  has  no  facilities  for  carrying  out  cleansing  or  disinfec¬ 
tion.  The  Local  Authority  for  the  district  alongside  which  the  vessel  is 
lying  is  requested  to  carry  out  any  necessary  disinfection  and  removal 
of  bedding,  the  Port  Health  Authority  undertaking  to  defray  expenses 
incurred,  which  are  later  recovered  from  the  ship’s  agents. 

Maritime  Declarations  of  Health  are  supplied  to  masters  of  vessels 
by  officers  of  H.M.  Customs  and  inspectors  of  this  Authority.  During  the 
year  1 138  Declarations  were  received. 
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SECTION  VII  :  Smallpox. 


(I)  Names  of  Isolation  Hospitals  to  which  cases  are  sent  from  the  district. 

(a)  Ainsworth  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital,  Bury. 

(b)  New  Ferry  Smallpox  Hospital,  Beaconsfield  Road,  Rock 

Ferry. 


(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  hospital  by  ambulance , 
giving  the  name  of  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  ambulance  and  the 
vaccinai  state  of  the  ambulance  crews. 

The  ambulance  services  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  County 
Councils,  or  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Liverpool,  Manchester  and  War¬ 
rington,  would  be  available.  The  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  personnel 
is  controlled  by  tne  ambulance  authorities,  who,  generally  speaking, 
require  annua!  re-vaccination  of  all  persons  who  may  be  required  to 
handle  smallpox  patients,  suspects  or  contacts. 


(3)  Names  of  smallpox  consultants  available. 

Dr.  C.  Metcalfe  Brown,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dr.  D.  C.  Liddle,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester  10. 

Dr.  E.  R.  Peirce,  8  Grosvenor  Road,  Cressington  Park,  Liverpool. 
Professor  Andrew  B.  Semple,  Hatton  Garden,  Liverpool  3. 

Dr.  J.  Yule,  Town  Half ,  Stockport. 

(4)  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox 

Department  of  Bacteriology,  University  of  Liverpool. 
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SECTION  VIII  :  Venereal  disease. 

Details  of  hospitals  and  dispensaries  where  treatment  for  venereal 
disease  can  be  obtained  are  as  follows— 


Town 

Institution 

Times  of  Attendance  (Males) 

MANCHESTER 
and  SALFORD. 

Seamen’s  Dispensary, 

197  Trafford  Road,  Salford  5. 

Monday  to  Friday — 2  p.m  to 

4  p.m. 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary, 
Nelson  Street,  Manchester  13, 

Monday  and  Wednesday, 

5  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

St.  Luke’s  Clinic, 

Duke  Street,  Liverpool  Road, 
Manchester  3. 

Monday  and  Wednesday, 

10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.:  2  p.m. 
to  4-30  p.m. 

Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday — - 
10  a.m.  to  12-30  p.m.;  5  p.m. 
to  7  p.m. 

Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Hope  Hospital, 

Eccles  Old  Road,  Salford  6. 

Monday — 5-30  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

Ancoats  Hospital, 

Mill  Street,  Manchester  4. 

Monday  and  Thursday— 

5  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

LIVERPOOL. 

Liverpool  Seamen’s 

Dispensary, 

Paradise  Street,  Liverpool  1. 

Monday  to  Friday — 9-30  a.m.  to 

1  p.m.;  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Saturday— 9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary, 
Pembroke  Place,  Liverpool  3. 

Monday  and  Wednesday — 

10-30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.;  5  p.m.  to 
6-30  p.m. 

!  Friday— 10-30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.; 

5  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Bootle  General  Hospital, 
Derby  Road,  Liverpool  20. 

Tuesday  and  Friday — * 

6-30  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

WARRINGTON. 

Warrington  General  Hospital, 
Lovely  Lane,  Warrington. 

Monday— 10-30  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
Thursday — 5-30  p.m.  to  7-30  p.m. 

BIRKENHEAD. 

General  Hospital, 

Birkenhead. 

1 

Monday  and  Friday —  2  p.m.  to 
6-30  p.m. 

Wednesday- — 10  a.m.  to  12-30 
p.m. 

CHESTER. 

Chester  Royal  Infirmary, 

1  Wednesday— 5  p.m.  to  7  p.m. 

i  Chester.  j  Saturday — 11  a.m.  to  1  p.m. 


Leaflets  giving  information  as  to  the  location,  days  and  hours  of 
available  facilities  at  the  local  seamen’s  dispensary  are  distributed  by  the 
inspectors  when  vessels  are  visited. 

The  undermentioned  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Medical 
Director,  St.  Luke’s  Clinic,  Manchester,  in  respect  of  seamen  attending  the 
clinic  and  seamen’s  dispensary  during  the  year  : — 
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British  seamen  : 

St.  Luke’s 
Clinic 

Seamen’s 

Dispensary 

Syphilis . 

3 

2 

Gonorrhoea . 

15 

13 

Other  conditions . 

37 

97 

Penicillin  injections  . 

33 

19 

Streptomycin  injections 

22 

99 

Attendances . 

...  134 

408 

Foreign  seamen  : 


Syphilis . 

— . — 

3 

Gonorrhoea  . 

14 

15 

Other  conditions . 

35 

37 

Penicillin  injections  . 

13 

33 

Streptomycin  injections  . 

25 

22 

Attendances . 

88 

134 

A  further  two  patients  with  syphilis,  seven  with  gonorrhoea  and  five 
with  other  conditions,  attended  the  seamen’s  dispensary  and  St.  Luke’s 
Clinic.  These  cases  had  previously  received  treatment  at  other  centres. 

SECTION  IX  :  Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious 

diseases  on  ships. 

TABLE  D. 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year: 

Number 
of  ships 
concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships  from 

Chickenpox 

1 

1 

1 

foreign  ports 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

Cases  which  have  occurred  on 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ships  from  foreign  ports, 
but  have  been  disposed  of 

Tuberculosis 

Typhoid 

— 

before  arrival 

fever 

_ 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

SECTION  X  :  Observations  on  the  occurrence 
of  malaria  in  ships. 

No  cases  of  malaria  were  reported  during  the  year. 


SECTION  XI  :  Measures  taken  against  ships 
infected  with  or  suspected  for  plague 

No  plague-infected  or  suspected  ships  arrived  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  XII  :  Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

(1)  Procedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Vessels  from  foreign  ports  are  visited  by  the  inspectors  as  soon  as 
possible  after  arrival,  priority  being  given  to  vessels  from  infected  ports. 
All  such  vessels  are  systematically  searched  by  the  rodent  operative.  Daily 
visits  are  made  whilst  the  vessels  are  in  port,  traps  being  set  and  baits 
laid  wherever  necessary.  Enquiries  are  also  made  by  the  inspectors  as  to 
whether  any  dead  bodies  have  been  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival.  Tankers 
arriving  at  Eastham,  Stanlow  and  Ince  from  foreign  ports  are  visited  by 
the  inspector  and,  whenever  possible,  a  detailed  inspection  for  rodents  is 
made  with  the  assistance  of  the  student  inspector  and  motor  launch 
engineer.  The  short  stay  in  port  of  these  tankers,  however,  renders  it 
difficult  for  any  specialized  treatment  to  be  given.  Details  of  action 
necessary  to  deal  with  any  rodent  infestation  are  given  to  the  Master,  and 
if  the  vessel  should  be  proceeding  coastwise  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  the  next  port  is  notified  of  the  evidence  found. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague,  including  the  number  of 
rodents  sent  for  examination  during  the  year. 

Ten  black  rats  and  3  mice  caught  on  vessels  from  foreign  ports  were 
forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Monsall  Hospital, 
Manchester,  for  bacteriological  examination.  A  further  69  rats  caught  on 
the  dock  premises  by  the  rodent  operative  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal 
Company  were  also  submitted  for  examination.  No  evidence  of  rodent 
plague  was  found  and  no  salmonella  organisms  isolated. 


(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods  used,  and, 
if  done  by  a  commercial  contractor,  the  name  of  the  contractor. 

Deratting  of  vessels  prior  to  the  issue  of  a  Deratting  Certificate  has 
been  effected  by  either  poison  or  fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide. 

In  all  instances  deratting  was  carried  out  be  one  of  the  following 
contractors  under  the  supervision  of  the  Authority’s  inspectors  : — 

Associated  Fumigators,  Ltd.,  Liverpool. 

Croftbank  Chemical  Co.  Ltd.,  Oldham. 

Disinfestation  Ltd.,  Birkenhead. 

Hivey  Fumigation  Co.  Ltd.,  Liverpool. 


(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

The  standard  of  rat-proofing  observed  on  new  vessels  has  continued 
to  be  highly  satisfactory.  The  recommendations  of  the  inspectors  with 
regard  to  proofing  the  older  type  of  vessel  have  been  carried  out  to 
advantage. 


17 


TABLE  E 


Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 

Black  rats  .  483* 

Mice  .  219* 

Species  not  known  .  . 

Sent  for  examination .  10  rats 

3  mice 

Infected  with  plague .  . 

Includes  259  rats  and  77  mice  destroyed  by  fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Visits  by  inspectors . 

Revisits  by  inspectors  . 

Visits  by  rodent  operative  . 

Revisits  by  rodent  operative . 

Visits  by  motor  launch  engineer  ... 
Revisits  by  motor  launch  engineer  ... 
Rats  killed  by  hydrogen  cyanide  ... 
Rats  killed  by  rodent  operative  ... 
Mice  killed  by  hydrogen  cyanide  ... 
Mice  killed  by  rodent  operative  ... 
Rats  killed  by 

motor  launch  engineer  . 

Mice  killed  by  poisoning  . . 


- -  &  icvjuMcmciiu  ui  me  rrevention  or  Uan 

Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951-56  (see  page  22). 


Foreign 

Coastwise 

2,008 

397 

610 

22 

615 

32 

658 

4 

118 

30 

55 

6 

259 

207 

- 

77 

■ 

140 

7 

17 

2 

— 

control  will 

be  found  in  t 

TABLE  F 


Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued  during 

the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


Number  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued  : 

Total 

Number  of 
Deratting  Exemp¬ 
tion  Certificates 
issued 

Total 

Certificates 

issued 

After  fumigation 
with  HCN 

After  poisoning 
with  warfarin 

4 

5 

9 

317 

326 
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SECTION  XIII  :  Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 

TABLE  G. 


Inspections  and  Notices. 


Category  of 

nuisance 

Notices 

served 

• 

Statutory 

and  number  of 

inspections  : 

Other 

British 

Foreign 

notices 

notices 

185 

Wrict  en 

Verbal 

Verminous  conditions 

183 

Accommodation  and 

fittings  in  dirty  and 

22 

A 

defective  condition 

T* 

Heating,  lighting  and 

17 

8 

Brit 

13 

ish 

241 

ventilation  defective 

Insulation  defective 
or  insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

Washplaces  and  fittings 

7 

15 

dirty  and  defective 

/ 

Fore 

ign 

Drainage  defective 

3 

4 

10 

226 

Sanitary  accommoda- 

tion  and  fittings  dirty 
and  defective 

12 

21 

Food  storage  and  pre- 

paration  spaces  and 
fittings  dirty  and 

28 

1 

1 

defective 

81 

i 

f 

Drinking  water  tanks 

1 

l 

and  fittings  dirty  and 
defective 

8 

3 

— 

J 

1 

I 

| 

Water  system  defec- 

! 

tive 

7 

2 

— 

1 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

1 

1 

on  deck 

23 

11 

— 

1 

| 

Dirty  clothes  in  food 

1 

store 

s 

l 

No  refrigerator  on 

1 

| 

board 

" 

365 

282 

23 

467 

Result 
of  serving 
notices 


28  notices 
complied  with 
and  IS  partly 
complied  with 
whilst  vessels 
in  port. 


10  notices 
complied  with 
and  8  partly 
complied  with 
whilst  vessels 
in  port. 
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VESSELS  INSPECTED  BY  THE  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 


1960 

1959 

1958 

(foreign  ... 

2,630 

2,507 

2,473 

Vessels  entering  the  port  . 

j  coastwise 

( 

3,014 

3,292 

2,952 

total  . 

5,644 

5,799 

5,425 

Number  inspected 

foreign  and 

2,438 

2,317 

1,796 

Percentage  inspected 

43.19 

39.95 

33.11 

Number  reported  defective 

coastwise 

490 

417 

350 

Number  on  which  defects  remedied 

285 

232 

236 

Number  of  vessels  on  which  were 

British  ... 

73 

137 

54 

remedied  defects  reported  prior  to 
year  of  inspection 

"Foreign  ... 

62 

149 

43 

The  work  of  the  port  health  inspectors  at  different  parts  of  the  port 
is  indicated  by  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  vessels  inspected 
and  the  number  found  with  defects  : — 


Section  A  (Manchester — Latchford):  Inspected  Defective 


Manchester,  Salford  and  Stretford  ... 

1 ,289 

214 

Mode  Wheel  Oil  Wharf . 

2 

___ 

Weaste . 

32 

7 

Brown  &  Poison’s  Wharf . 

16 

8 

Irwell  Park  Wharf  and  Eccles . 

63 

24 

Barton  . 

30 

13 

Irlam  . 

30 

16 

Partington  . 

23 

8 

1,485 

290 

Section  B  (Latchford — Eastham): 

Inspected 

Defective 

Warrington  . 

9 

3 

Acton  Grange  . 

3 

2 

Runcorn  . 

77 

4 

Weston  Point  . 

81 

4 

Ince  . 

31 

9 

Stanlow  Oil  Dock  and  Lay-Bye . 

220 

49 

Associated  Ethyl  Wharf  . 

13 

2 

Stuart  Wharf  .  . 

4 

1 

Ellesmere  Port  . 

195 

49 

Bowater’s  Wharf  (Ellesmere  Port)  ... 

79 

10 

Eastham  Locks  and  Lay-Bye  . 

20 

3 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock,  Eastham  ... 

202 

59 

Weston  Mersey  Lock . 

8 

1 

Northwich  . . 

1 

_____ 

Widnes . 

8 

4 

Wigg  Works  . 

2 

— 

953 

200 

Gross  Totals 

2,438 

490 
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Nationalities  of  the  vessels  inspected  and  the  number  found  with 
defects  : — 


British  .  ... 

Inspected 
.  973 

Defective 

254 

American  . 

.  59 

i  5 

Belgian  . 

1 

!!!  i 

1 

Colombian  . 

— 

Danish  . 

...  ...  82 

13 

Dutch  . 

.  435 

37 

1 

Egyptian  . 

.  2 

Eireann  . 

36 

4 

Finnish  . .  . 

.  44 

1 

French  . 

.  18 

11 

German  .  ... 

.  160 

18 

Greek  . 

.  23 

10 

Indian  .  ... 

.  2 

2 

Israeli  . 

•  •  • »  •••  ^ 

- — ■ 

Italian  . 

.  30 

13 

Jugo-SIavian  . . . 

.  5 

4 

Icelandic  ...  . 

.  2 

1 

Lebanese  . 

.  2 

Liberian  ...  . . 

.  39 

23 

Norwegian  . .  ... 

.  258 

51 

Panamanian  . 

.  37 

16 

Polish  . .  . 

.  27 

1 

Russian  . 

12 

4 

Spanish  . 

.  5 

3 

Swedish  ...  . . 

.  182 

7 

2,438 

490 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  British  and  Foreign 
number  found  with  defects  were  : — 

vessels 

Inspected  Defective 

British  steamships  and  motor  vessels  ... 
Foreign  steamships  and  motor  vessels  ... 

973 

1,465 

254 

236 

Totals  . 

2,438 

490 

Re-visits  . .  . 

704 

Gross  total— visits  and  re-visits  . 

3,142 

In  the  Manchester-Latchford  section  there  was  an  increase  of  52 
inspections  over  the  previous  year,  and  in  the  Latchford-Eastham  section 
an  increase  of  69  vessels  was  recorded. 
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Number  of  personnel  carried  on  vessels  inspected  : — 

British  : 

European  .  27,739 

Asiatic  .  6,881 


34,620 

American 

.  2,737 

Belgian  . 

.  43 

Colombian 

.  32 

Chinese 

.  883 

Egyptian 

.  71 

Danish  . 

.  2,327 

Dutch  . 

.  7,322 

Eireann  . 

.  858 

Finnish  . 

.  1,063 

French  . 

.  640 

German 

. .  ...  2,569 

Greek  . 

.  626 

Indian  . 

.  98 

Israeli  . 

.  52 

Italian  . 

.  923 

Icelandic 

.  39 

Jugo-Slavian  ... 

.  191 

Lebanese 

.  41 

Liberian 

. 1,282 

Norwegian 

.  8,787 

Panamanian  ... 

.  1 ,096 

Polish 

.  502 

Russian  . 

.  364 

Spanish  . 

.  116 

Swedish 

.  3,982 

7 1 ,264 

SECTION  XIV:  Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations, 

1934  and  1948 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Authority. 


SECTION  XV  :  Medical  inspection  of  aliens. 

The  possibility  of  an  occasional  case  arising  would  be  dealt  with 
either  by  a  medical  inspector  serving  Manchester  Airport  or  by  one 
serving  the  port  of  Liverpool,  whichever  was  the  more  convenient  in 
the  particular  case.  It  is  not  considered  that  any  difficulties  would  arise 
if  a  case  should  occur  requiring  the  attention  of  a  Medical  Inspector  of 
Aliens. 
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SECTION  XVI  :  Miscellaneous. 

Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons  who  have 
died  on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease. 

Full  information  concerning  the  death  would  be  obtained  and 
reported  to  H.M.  Customs  and  Excise,  the  Ministry  of  Transport  and 
the  Coroner.  Disinfection  would  be  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Authority’s  inspectors. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  (APPLICATION  TO  SHIPPING) 

ORDER,  1951-56. 

Rodent  Control  Certificates  issued  ...  2 

Visits  by 
inspectors 

Barges  .  31 

Dredgers  . . .  6 

The  number  of  rats  caught  or  destroyed  by  the  rodent  operative 
employed  by  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  showed  a  decrease 
compared  with  1959;  913  against  1,270  in  the  previous  year. 

On  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  property  at  Ellesmere  Port, 
91  campaigns  using  arsenic,  zinc  phosphide  and  warfarin  were  carried  out. 
An  estimated  kill  of  175  rats  was  recorded  in  respect  of  those  campaigns 
carried  out  involving  the  use  of  arsenic  and  zinc  phosphide.  A  further 
68  rats  and  23  mice  were  estimated  to  have  been  accounted  for  on  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  at  Runcorn  by  the  rodent 
operative  of  the  local  authority. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Ellesmere  Port  and  Runcorn  authorities  in 
effectively  controlling  any  rodent  infestation  on  property  abutting  the 
Canal  is  again  much  appreciated. 

DANGEROUS  DRUGS  REGULATIONS,  1953 

No  certificates  were  issued  under  these  Regulations  during  the  year 
to  the  masters  of  foreign  vessels. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

DARK  SMOKE  (PERMITTED  PERIODS)  (VESSELS)  REGULATIONS, 

1958. 

The  attention  of  Masters  of  vessels  arriving  in  the  port  was  directed 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Dark  Smoke  Regulations;  leaflets  giving 
details  of  the  permitted  periods  allowed  were  distributed  for  the  attention 
of  all  personnel  concerned.  Owners  and  Masters  were  invariably  most 
anxious  to  co-operate  in  doing  all  possible  to  prevent  smoke  emission. 

81  visits  and  observations  were  made  in  the  Manchester-Latchford 
section  of  the  Canal,  whilst  a  further  98  visits  were  made  and  observations 
taken  between  Latchford  and  Eastham,  including  the  Queen  Elizabeth  II 
Dock.  Written  notices  in  accordance  with  Section  30  of  the  Clean  Air  Act 
were  served  in  respect  of  excessive  smoke  from  two  British  and  one 
foreign  vessel. 
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OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  PORT  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Eastham-Warrington  section  of  the  Ship  Canal 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Dark  Smoke 
(Permitted  Periods)  (Vessels)  Regulations,  1958,  were  given  regular 
attention  during  the  year. 

The  system  of  placing  notices  on  board  and  warning  the  personnel 
of  incoming  vessels,  as  outlined  in  previous  reports,  has  been  continued 
and  the  Authority  is  appreciative  of  the  valuable  co-operation  given  by 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company’s  Police  Department  at  Eastham, 
Ellesmere  Port  and  Stanlow.  The  Authority’s  inspectors  later  interviewed 
Masters  and  Engineers  personally  and  requested  their  co-operation,  a 
contact  that  has  produced  beneficial  results. 

The  procedure  laid  down  by  the  Authority  was  carried  out  and 
serious  cases  involving  the  service  of  written  notices  under  Section  30 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  were  reported  for  consideration. 

Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock  and  Eastham  area 

Tanker  traffic  in  the  dock  for  the  year  showed  a  decrease  over  1959 
due  to  the  opening  of  the  new  Tranmere  Oil  Terminal  in  the  River 
Mersey.  Foreign-going  and  coastwise  tanker  arrivals  dropped  from  370 
in  the  previous  year  to  240.  There  were  also  83  entries  of  estuarial 
tankers  and  barges.  Miscellaneous  craft  included  tank  cleaning  vessels, 
dredgers  and  their  attendant  hoppers,  and  berthing  tugs,  the  whole 
representing  a  position  requiring  constant  attention. 

During  the  year  19  observations  involving  9  tankers  were  taken.  All 
were  unsatisfactory  and  in  each  case  immediate  verbal  representation  was 
made;  with  the  exception  of  two  tankers,  all  emissions  were  remedied. 
In  one  case,  the  emission  was  due  to  a  faulty  forced  draught  system  of 
one  boiler  and  every  effort  was  made  to  keep  smoke  to  a  minimum.  The 
foreign  owners  were  written  to  regarding  the  incident.  The  second  case 
involved  a  British-owned  tanker,  and  resulted  in  complaints  being  received 
by  the  Borough  of  Bebington  Public  Health  Department  and  the  Man¬ 
chester  Ship  Canal  Co.  Police  Department.  A  written  notice  was  served 
on  the  Master,  and  the  case  considered  by  the  Authority.  As  the  tanker 
was  experiencing  boiler  trouble  and  repairs  were  in  progress  at  the  time 
of  the  contravention,  it  was  decided  not  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  two  unsatisfactory  observations 
were  taken  in  one  day  of  a  coal-fired  dredger  by  the  student  inspector. 
The  contraventions  were  taken  up  with  the  personnel  concerned,  and  this 
was  effective  in  that,  except  for  routine  visits,  no  further  action  was 
necessary  on  the  subsequent  occasions  on  which  the  dredger  visited  the 
dock.  Two  tugs  berthing  a  vessel  at  Eastham  Locks  were  observed  to 
commit  offences  and  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  owners. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  two  foreign-owned  tankers  with  previous 
“black”  histories  entered  the  dock  and  complied  with  the  regulations. 

Only  one  further  complaint  was  received  from  a  resident  by  the 
Manchester  Ship  Canal  Co.  Police  Department  and  this  was  taken  up 
with  the  tanker  personnel. 
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Ellesmere  Port-War rington  section  of  the  Ship  Canal. 

In  the  Ellesmere  Port,  Ince  and  Stanlow  areas,  23  observations  were 
taken  of  17  ocean-going  vessels  lying  alongside.  21  of  the  observations 
showed  contravention  of  the  regulations,  and  immediate  action  by  verbal 
representation  followed  in  all  cases  and  was  successful  except  for  two 
vessels.  The  first  of  these  vessels,  a  British  cargo  vessel,  had  a  defective 
forced  draught  system,  and  repairs  were  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  second,  a  foreign-owned  tanker,  discharging  heavy  oil  at  Stanlow 
Lay-Bye  emitted  such  black  smoke  as  to  warrant  the  service  of  a  written 
notice  on  the  Master,  the  emission  being  due  to  overloading  of  boiler 
plant  already  in  poor  condition.  This  case  was  considered  by  the  Authority 
for  prosecution,  but  being  a  first  offence,  no  action  was  taken  beyond 
communicating  with  the  owners  and  stressing  the  seriousness  of  the  case. 

Vessels  berthed  at  Weston  Point,  Runcorn,  Widnes  and  Warrington 
were  kept  under  observation,  but  no  action  was  required. 

Regular  watch  was  kept  on  small  local  craft,  particularly  with  coal- 
fired  boilers,  and  8  special  patrols  were  made  with  this  in  mind.  14 
observations,  four  lasting  up  to  one  hour,  were  made  from  the  “Hygeia” 
of  small  craft  underway  and  eight  offences  were  recorded.  Crews  were 
interviewed  when  possible,  and  letters  were  forwarded  to  owners.  Writ¬ 
ten  notices  were  served  on  the  Owners  and  Master  in  respect  of  a  serious 
contravention  by  a  coal-fired  vessel,  but  as  it  was  a  first  offence,  the 
action  taken  was  of  a  warning  nature. 

Four  other  observations  were  taken  of  two  tugs  and  a  sand  hopper 
lying  berthed  and  a  dredger  working  in  the  Canal.  All  were  satisfactory 
except  for  one  tug  on  which  the  crew  were  interviewed  and  warned. 

A  foreign-owned  coal  burning  cargo  vessel,  subject  of  complaints 
from  the  Stockton  Heath  area,  was  observed  contravening  the  regulations 
by  emitting  black  smoke  for  13  minutes  in  an  hour.  Subsequent  action 
in  respect  of  this  regular  trader  to  the  port  was  taken  by  the  Manchester- 
based  inspectors. 

General  notes  on  smoke  control. 

The  remarks  made  in  the  1959  Annual  Report  still  hold  good  and 
the  position  remains  much  the  same.  The  slight  improvement  is  being 
maintained,  particularly  in  the  case  of  ocean-going  vessels  whose  person¬ 
nel  generally  are  showing  more  appreciation  of  the  need  for  control  and 
willingness  to  co-operate. 

Local  coal  burning  vessels  continue  to  be  the  main  concern;  their 
crews  are  well  aware  of  the  regulations,  and  many  do  their  best  to 
comply,  but  some  do  not.  In  some  cases  it  is  also  questionable  as  to 
whether  sufficient  care  is  taken  during  hours  of  darkness.  From  experience 
it  has  been  noted  time  and  time  again  when  some  vessels  have  been 
sighted  in  the  distance  emitting  excessive  smoke,  reduction  almost 
immediately  takes  place  on  sighting  the  Authority’s  launch  “Hygeia”. 


25 


Observations  taken  from  the  launch,  which  was  of  necessity  in  view  of 
the  observed  vessel,  have  produced  similar  results,  speed  has  been  reduced 
and  smoke  kept  within  the  limits.  The  present  regulated  limits  can  in 
normal  navigational  circumstances  be  complied  with  providing  sufficient 
care  and  responsibility  together  with  efficient  firing  are  exercised.  The 
position  is  far  from  satisfactory,  and  will  continue  so  whilst  coal  burning 
craft  are  allowed  to  operate  within  the  law  by  emitting  dark  smoke  for 
20  minutes  in  an  hour  whilst  underway  and  black  smoke  for  3  minutes 
in  the  aggregate  in  any  period  of  30  minutes. 

The  trend  towards  oil  burning  and  diesel  propulsion  continues  in 
respect  of  local  craft  and  several  obsolete  coal  burning  tugs  have  been 
scrapped  and  replaced  by  new  modern  diesel  powered  vessels.  This 
gradual  replacement  is  encouraging,  and  one  answer  to  the  problem  of 
smoke  pollution,  but  one  incapable  of  being  realised  for  a  considerable 
time  unless  replacement  is  greatly  speeded  up.  Unless  more  urgent 
attention  is  given  to  this  aspect  or  ways  can  be  found  to  ensure  smoke¬ 
less  burning  of  bituminous  coal  then  the  achievement  of  clean  air  over 
the  waters  of  the  port  looks  like  being  accomplished  only  in  the  distant 
future. 

I^otor  launch  “ Hygeia ” 

During  the  year  the  launch  was  in  service  continuously  on  the 
Eastham-VVarrington  section  of  the  Canal  except  for  the  necessary  annual 
overhaul  and  holiday  periods.  A  total  of  4,017  miles  was  recorded,  a 
decrease  of  579  miles  compared  with  1959,  mainly  due  to  the  decrease  in 
the  tanker  trade  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock  necessitating  fewer  visits 
to  Eastham. 

In  accordance  with  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  bye-laws 
concerning  the  fitness  of  small  craft  to  navigate  the  Canal,  examination 
was  carried  out  during  the  overhaul  in  June.  The  condition  of  the  launch 
was  found  satisfactory  and  registration  requirements  were  complied  with. 

No  major  breakdowns  were  experienced,  and  engine  performance 
was  satisfactory  considering  its  age  and  worn  condition.  The  latter  was 
clearly  indicated  by  a  substantial  increase  in  the  consumption  of  lubri¬ 
cating  oil.  The  continued  satisfactory  service  of  the  launch  is  entirely 
due  to  the  care  and  skill  of  Mr.  R.  C.  Ashton,  launch  engineer,  in  running 
and  maintenance  duties,  and  it  is  desired  to  express  appreciation  for  his 
co-operation  and  assistance  at  ali  times. 

Shipping  inspections,  rodent  control  and  other  duties. 

Ship  inspections  in  the  Warrington-Eastham  section  of  the  port 
numbered  953  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  69  over  1959.  The  recession 
of  trade  at  Queen  Elizabeth  II  Dock,  Eastham,  during  the  last  six  months 
of  the  year  enabled  more  attention  to  be  given  to  coasters  and  near  con¬ 
tinental  traders.  In  this  respect  it  will  be  noted  that  inspections  increased 
at  all  the  main  dock  installations,  including  Ellesmere  Port,  Stanlow, 
Weston  Point  and  Runcorn. 
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Sanitation  and  hygiene  were  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory  on 
ocean-going  vessels  where  regular  control  and  supervision  by  Masters 
and  Officers  were  more  rigidly  enforced  than  on  coasters.  Conditions 
found  on  modern  coasters  were  usually  good,  but  in  the  the  old  types 
of  steam  coasters  (now  greatly  diminished  in  numbers)  and  diesel  vessels, 
cleanliness  and  proper  maintenance  left  much  to  be  desired.  Coastal 
tankers  engaged  in  transporting  black  oil  cargoes  gave  much  concern,  but 
their  conditions  are  not  surprising,  considering  their  quick  turn  round  in 
port  and  almost  continuous  movement  from  port  to  port.  One  pleasing 
discovery  was  in  local  sand  carrying  craft,  where  the  accommodation 
usually  dark  and  uninviting,  had  been  painted  by  the  crew  in  white  and 
various  pastel  shades. 


Regular  attention  was  given  to  ship-borne  rodents,  but  owing  to  the 
nature  of  cargoes  handled  and  types  of  vessels  in  the  section,  the  amount 
of  rodent  incidence  was  small.  The  most  heavily  infested  vessel  encoun¬ 
tered  was  successfully  treated  with  poison  and  traps;  15  rats  were 
destroyed  and  the  vessel  was  shortly  afterwards  granted  a  deratting 
exemption  certificate  at  another  British  port.  Examination  of  164  foreign- 
going  tankers  revealed  only  three  with  rodent  activity,  and  appropriate 
action  was  taken  by  poisoning  and  trapping.  Seven  of  the  tankers  showed 
evidence  of  old  infestations. 


Water  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  produced  two 
unsatisfactory  reports  and  immediate  action  was  taken  in  both  cases. 
In  the  case  of  a  coaster  (built  in  a  foreign  country)  investigations  made 
later  at  a  neighbouring  port  revealed  that  contamination  was  probably 
caused  by  a  corroded  waste  water  pipe  passing  through  the  drinking 
water  tank;  alternative  positioning  of  the  pipe  was  carried  out.  The 
second  unsatisfactory  sample  concerned  a  dredger  and  resulted  in  a  new 
and  more  suitable  drinking  water  tank  being  installed.  Similar  improve¬ 
ment  was  also  made  on  another  dredger. 


During  a  check  on  arrangements  for  supplying  water  to  ships  at 
Ellesmere  Port,  several  hydrants  were  found  without  protective  outlet 
caps  and  the  method  of  storing  and  handling  of  hoses  was  unsatisfactory. 
Following  representations,  the  defects  were  remedied,  a  new  mobile 
carrier  for  hoses  and  fittings  being  supplied,  thus  greatly  assisting  to 
ensure  a  hygienic  water  supply  system  to  vessels.  The  ready  co-operation 
of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  in  complying  with  the  Authority’s 
request  was  appreciated. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  attention  was  given  to  the  introduction 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Docks,  Carriers,  etc.)  Regulations,  1960.  Preliminary 
discussions  were  held  with  the  appropriate  managements  at  Weston  Point 
and  Ellesmere  Port  with  implementation  of  the  regulations  in  view.  The 
import  of  foodstuffs,  mainly  flour  and  grain,  increased  at  Ellesmere  Port 
and  Weston  Point  during  1960,  but  seizures  of  only  small  amounts  of 
flour  were  required.  Storage  of  flour  for  long  periods  at  Ellesmere  Port 
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gave  concern,  and  it  was  necessary  to  call  attention  to  unsatisfactory 
conditions,  including  possible  dirt  contamination,  refuse  accumulations, 
and  the  allied  encouragement  of  rodents  in  and  around  the  storage  sheds. 
It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  having  these 
matters  corrected. 

It  is  desired  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  co-operation  and  willing 
assistance  given  at  ail  times  by  all  officials  of  H.  M.  Customs  and  Excise, 
the  staffs  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company,  British  Waterways, 
shipping  companies  and  agents. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  Mr.  E.  Redhead,  student  inspector, 
carried  out  his  assigned  duties  with  tact  and  efficiency,  and  gave  valuable 
assistance  during  a  period  of  increased  shipping  activity. 

G.  E.  STANLEY. 

Manchester-Warrington  section  of  the  Canal. 

A  great  deal  of  time  and  effort  have  been  expended  in  controlling 
the  emission  of  smoke  by  vessels.  There  is  a  growing  awareness  on  the 
part  of  shipowners  and  their  officers  on  the  need  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  policy  of  interviewing  ships’  personnel  concerned  with  smoke 
abatement  has  continued,  and  this  undoubtedly  has  contributed  to  the 
diminution  of  offences  noted  during  the  past  year.  Shipowners  have  played 
their  part,  and  as  a  result  of  our  representations  some  notable  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  achieved.  We  have  seen  the  withdrawal  from  the  port  of 
two  constant  offenders,  the  modernisation  of  another  vessel  completed, 
and  a  foreign  vessel  installed  with  machinery  to  eliminate  smoke.  Perhaps 
even  more  satisfactory  is  the  willingness  on  the  part  of  engineers  to  abate 
smoke  nuisances  when  requested.  A  constant  watch  is  kept  as  far  as  is 
practicable  on  emissions  of  smoke  of  both  heavy  and  medium  density, 
and  these  are  investigated  and  remedied  without  delay.  Most  cases  are 
brought  about  inadvertently  and  are  caused  by  errors  of  omission  rather 
than  from  mechanical  defects  or  unsuitable  piant.  In  many  cases,  our 
representations  are  the  first  indication  to  the  engineers  that  smoke  has 
been  produced.  Very  often  there  is  no  visual  or  audible  aid  to  guide  the 
engine  room  staff  about  the  amount  of  smoke  being  emitted.  Shipowners 
could  help  their  officers  to  reduce  and  often  entirely  eliminate  smoke  by 
having  devices  of  this  kind  installed  in  their  vessels. 

The  real  obstacle  to  clean  air  is,  of  course,  the  small  local  craft  and 
especially  the  older  type  steam  canal  tugs  and  sand  hoppers.  The  canal 
tugs  are  frequently  the  subject  of  complaint  by  the  officers  of  the  ships 
they  tow  and  this  tends  to  diminish  the  importance  of  clean  air  observ¬ 
ance  by  other  craft.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  commercial  expediency  will  not 
be  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  speedy  replacement  of  these 
obsolete  vessels.  It  is  unhappily  very  difficult  to  deal  with  these  vessels 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  (Vessels) 
Regulations,  1958,  as  smoke  is  emitted  sporadically  whilst  towing  ships 
up  and  down  the  long  reaches  of  the  Ship  Canal. 
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In  our  two  previous  reports  we  have  commented  on  the  probable 
immunity  of  the  German  cockroach  (blatella  germanica)  to  DDT  and 
dieldrin  based  insecticides.  As  a  result  of  experiments  carried  out  by  the 
Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  at  Tolworth,  Surrey,  with  cockroaches  taken  from  the  vessel  we 
mentioned  last  year,  it  has  been  demonstrated  that  our  deductions  were 
correct.  A  report  of  these  investigations  was  published  during  the  year. 
As  far  as  we  are  aware,  this  is  the  first  reported  case  of  resistance  to 
chlorinated  hydrocarbon  insecticide  by  the  biatella  germanica  in  a  British 
ship.  We  are  grateful  for  the  assistance  received  and  the  continued 
interest  shown  by  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  in  following  up  this  case.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  Min¬ 
istry,  the  vessel  was  subsequently  treated  with  a  3%  solution  of  mala- 
thion,  an  organophosphorus  insecticide.  This  reduced  the  cockroaches  to 
negligible  numbers,  but  on  the  return  of  the  vessel  three  months  later, 
some  slight  infestation  was  noted  in  isolated  pockets.  Further  treatment 
was  given  and  a  close  watch  will  be  maintained  to  see  if  there  is  any 
indication  of  immunity  arising  to  the  new  insecticide. 

We  believe  that  the  difficulty  experienced  in  the  control  of  cock¬ 
roaches,  even  where  regular  spraying  and  shore-based  disinfestation 
work  is  carried  out,  may  be  due  to  resistance  to  the  dosage  of  the  insec¬ 
ticide  normally  used.  It  is  hoped  to  have  further  experiments  carried  out 
as  opportunity  occurs. 

Bed  bugs  were  found  from  time  to  time,  mainly  on  vessels  carrying 
Asian  crews,  infestation  taking  place  through  gear  brought  on  board  at 
the  port  of  embarkation. 

Rodent  control  on  vessels  was  effectively  maintained  throughout  the 
year.  During  the  year  4  vessels  were  fumigated  with  HCN  and  a  further 
4  ships  were  deratted  with  warfarin.  With  the  gradual  replacement  of 
older  tonnage  by  new  vessels  which  are  invariably  better  rat-proofed,  the 
number  of  ships  which  were  found  to  be  rat  infested  are  fewer  than 
formerly.  The  strict  control  exercised  in  the  issue  of  the  Internationa! 
Deratting  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates,  which  require  renewal 
every  six  months,  has  helped  considerably  to  diminish  the  degree  of 
infestation. 

Representations  were  made  and  meetings  held  between  the  respon¬ 
sible  officials  of  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  and  ourselves 
concerning  the  cleanliness  of  the  quays  and  sheds,  and  rodent  control. 
The  standard  maintained,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  removal  of  rubbish 
and  cargo  spillage,  was  not  very  good,  and  there  is  scope  for  a  good  deal 
of  improvement. 

For  a  short  time  two  rodent  operatives  were  employed  in  the  dock 
area,  but  the  Ship  Canal  Company  decided  to  revert  to  their  normal 
practice  of  employing  only  one,  and  this  has  been  the  case  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  The  rodent  operative  employed  for  shipping  had 
to  take  over  the  dock  area  for  some  time  on  account  of  sickness.  It  is 
felt  that  the  dock  area  requires  a  minimum  of  two  men  to  ensure  good 
rodent  control. 
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53  samples  of  drinking  water  were  collected  from  vessels,  33  of  which 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  20  for  chemical 
analysis.  In  cases  where  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received,  steps  were 
taken  to  ensure  that  the  water  was  rendered  safe  for  consumption  and, 
where  possible,  further  samples  were  taken  following  the  cleaning  of 
tanks,  etc.  Close  liaison  was  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Transport 
who  continue  to  be  informed  of  the  results  of  samples  taken  from 
British-owned  vessels. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  on  board  ships  was  generally  good  with 
only  a  few  requiring  attention. 

During  the  year  35  inspections  of  canal  boats  were  carried  out;  7 
written  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  defects  found.  The  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  spite  of  the  cramped  and  difficult  conditions  under  which 
the  bargees  live,  was  exceedingly  good. 

A.  M.  DICKSON, 

J.  FORBES. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937-48. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-58. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926. 

Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations,  1957. 

Antioxidant  in  Food  Regulations,  1958. 

Arsenic  in  Food  Regulations,  1959-60. 

Fluorine  in  Food  Regulations,  1959. 


LIST  OF  FOOD  IMPORTS. 


Grain,  cereals,  etc. — 

From  foreign 
ports 

From  coastwise 
ports 

Barley  . 

117  bags 

Cereals  . 

63  cartons 

450  cartons 

Flour  . 

850,560  bags 

3,830  bags 

Groats  . 

90  bags 

Maize  . 

1 90,773  tons 

Maize  products 

1,150  bags 

Meal  . 

7  bags 

Oatmeal  . 

400  bags 

Macaroni  . 

50  cartons 

Potato  powder 

839  bags 

1,338  bags 

Quaker  Oats  . 

i  carton 

Rice  . 

224,567  bags 

Semolina  . 

40  bags 

Soya  beans  . 

4,000  tons 

649  bags 

Soya  bean  oil  meal 

6,720  bags 

Spaghetti  . 

50  cartons 

Starch  . 

133,521  bags 

40  cartons 

5,048  bags 

Wheat  . 

203,803  tons 

Wheat  germ  . 

11,681  bags 

Fruit,  nuts,  etc.-- 

Apples  . 

3,767  packages 

2,447  cartons 

Bananas  . 

5,550  stems 

Desiccated  coconut 

7,960  packages 

Dried  fruit  . 

56,967  cartons 

Fruit  pectin  . 

82  drums 

Fruit  pulp  . 

1,118  casks 

62  casks 

Fruit  juice  concentrate 

8  packages 

Grapefruit  . 

2,910  cartons 

Lemons  . 

50,500  cartons 

Lemon  peel  . 

20  bags 

Limes  . 

3  boxes 

Nuts  . 

6,843  packages 

59  packages 

Oranges  . 

10  drums 

Orange  oil  . 

1,000  cartons 

Fish — 

Dried  . 

Frozen  . 

In  brine  . 

Salted  .  . . 

Vegetables — 

Beans  . 

Cabbage  . 

Dehydrated  vegetables  ... 

Lentils  . 

Marrows  (frozen) . 

Onions  . 

P e a s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Peas  (frozen) . 

Potatoes  . 

Vegetables  in  brine 

Meat  and  poultry — 

Bacon  . 

Beef  (frozen) . 

Casings  (salted)  . 

Chicken  (frozen)  . 

Pork  (frozen) . 

Pork  sundries  (salted)  ... 
Sausages  . 

Dairy  produce — 

Butter  . 

Cheese  . 

Egg  albumen  (dried)  ... 

Milk  powder  . 

Whole  egg  (dried )  . . 

Tomatoes — 

Edible  oils  and  fats — 

Cod  oil  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Chicken  fat  (frozen)  ... 

Groundnut  oil . 

Lard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Margarine 

Oleo 

Palm  oil  .. 
Premier  jus 
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From 


ports 

5  cases 
4,004  cartons 
34  barrels 
613  barrels 


40,104  bags 
533  bags 
16,035  packages 
200  bags 
666  cartons 
520  bags 
199,008  bags 
1,864  cartons 
600  cases 
2,193  casks 


26,539  bales 
178  tons 
10  packages 
65  casks 
4,054  packages 
1  package 
31  barrels 
30  cartons 


15,019  boxes 
2,131  packages 
20  cartons 
85  bags 
49  drums 


3,020  baskets 


1,480  tons 
101  drums 
4,180  tons 
8,856  tons 
13,776  drums 
320,964  packages 
100  packages 
521  drums 
956  tons 
26,235  drums 
8,667  packages 


From  coastwise 
ports 


3  bags 

34,943  bags 

2,755  bales 

7  casks 

3,000  cartons 


14  drums 

6  cartons 
396  drums 

50  tierces 
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From  foreign 

From  coastwise 

ports 

ports 

Shortening  . 

1  carton 

Soya  bean  oil . 

4,117  tons 

Canned  goods — 

Apple  puree  . 

25  cartons 

Artificial  cream  . 

2,072  cartons 

B eer  « * ■  •  * •  » •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

220  cartons 

Coff  ee  •••  •••  •  •  • 

1  carton 

Corn  •••  *•* 

2,565  cartons 

Chicken  dinners  . 

100  cartons 

Chicken  jelly  . 

50  cartons 

Chicken  skin  . 

392  cartons 

Cream  . 

4,298  cartons 

Fish  *  • »  . . .  *  •  • 

30,891  packages 

17,200  cartons 

Fruit  . 

329,907  packages 

44,035  cartons 

Fruit  juice  . 

36,659  cartons 

2,400  cartons 

Fruit  pulp  . 

153  cases 

Jam  . 

2,240  packages 

Marmalade  . 

1,500  cartons 

Meats  . 

230,692  packages 

10,188  cartons 

Milk  . 

8,355  cartons 

15,000  cartons 

Mushrooms  . 

650  cartons 

Poultry  . 

30,380  packages 

250  cartons 

Salmon  . 

500  cartons 

Soup  . 

1,737,992  cartons 

50  cartons 

Sweetmeat  . 

15  cases 

Tomato  juice  . 

10,305  cartons 

Tomato  paste  . 

100  cartons 

Tomato  puree  . 

2,436  cases 

Tomatoes  . 

3,750  cartons 

Vegetables  . 

38,866  packages 

412  cartons 

3,340  tins 

Vegetable  juices  . 

10,800  cartons 

Bottled  goods — 

Beer  *  *  ■  . . .  .  * «  * « »  » » » 

125  packages 

Chicken  . 

700  cartons 

Fruit  syrup  . 

450  packages 

Sauce  . 

20  cartons 

Tomato  ketchup  . 

5,300  cartons 

Vegetables  . 

500  cases 

Sweets,  confectionery,  etc. — 

Bakers’  sundries  . 

76  tins 

464  packages 

42  drums 

Biscuits  . 

2,665  cartons 

Candy  . 

10  cases 

Chocolate  . 

32  packages 

Chocolate  couverture  ... 

14  cartons 
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From  foreign 

From  coastwise 

ports 

ports 

Chocolate  vermicelli 

2  cartons 

Confectionery  . 

3,366  packages 

40  cartons 

Edible  gum  . 

1,763  bags 

1,578  bags 

Essences  . 

10  packages 

Gingerbread  . 

3  cartons 

Glace  cherries  . 

34  cartons 

Honey  . 

850  drums 

28  casks 

Ice  cream  powder  . 

100  cartons 

1 1  bags 

Pancake  mix  . 

125  cases 

Rusks  . 

53,721  packages 

Miscellaneous — 

Agar  agar  . 

10  casks 

Alginate  . 

19  drums 

Beer . 

223  cartons 

67,096  tons 

342  barrels 

90  tanks 

Carraway  seed  . 

1 1  bags 

Citric  acid  powder . 

277  bags 

Cocoa  beans  . 

188,800  bags 

Coffee  concentrate 

1,693  cartons 

Flavourings  . 

2,316  drums 

1  carton 

Gelatine  . 

1,851  bags 

61  packages 
29  drums 


Glucose  (liquid)  . 

752  kegs 

3  drums 

Glucose  (powdered) 

57,972  bags 

Kosher  food  . 

845  cartons 

Indian  foods  . 

7  cases 

5  packages 

Margarine  dye  . 

102  cartons 

Medicinal  products . 

1 18  drums 

15  drums 

Maple  syrup  . 

1  crate 

Peanut  butter . 

210  cartons 

Peanut  oil  . 

30  cartons 

Pickles  and  sauces  . 

60  casks 

20  casks 

26  cases 

Sausage  additive  . 

30  packages 

Seaweed  . 

259  bales 

Spices,  herbs  &  seasoning 

253  packages 

41  packages 

Tartaric  acid  powder 

280  bags 

30  casks 

T  0  a  •  •  •  •••  (  a  •  aaa  aaa 

264,621  chests 

68,922  chests 

Vinegar  . 

7  casks 

Wines  and  spirits  . 

4,786  packages 

18  hogsheads 

Y  east  . 

600  bags 

768  drums 

240  bags 
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RESULTS  OF  INSPECTION. 


Details  of  food  imports  which  have  been  condemned  during  the 


Articles 

Grain,  cereals,  etc. — 


Weight 

Tons  cwts.  qrs. 


Flour  . 

Maize  . 

Maize  products 

Rice  . 

Rusks  . 

Soya  beans 

Starch  . 

Wheat  . 


20  16  3 

118  1  1 

14  2 

8  0  0 

1  0 

6  0 

1  10  0 

89  15  3 


Fruit  and  nuts— 

Bananas  . 

Desiccated  coconut 

Lemons  . 

Raisins 

Vegetables — 

Dehydrated  onions 
Dehydrated  potatoes 

Beans  . 

Peas  . 

Edible  oils  and  fats — 
Lard  . 


70  6  3 

3  4  0 

16  3 

1 


4  0 

5  2 

2  14  1 

18  6  0 


2  8  3 


Meat — 

Gammon 


Canned  goods — 

Chicken  . 

Evaporated  milk 

Fish . 

Fruit  . 

Fruit  juice 
Marmalade 

Meat  . 

Soup  . 

Tomatoes 
Tomato  juice  ... 
Tomato  puree 
Vegetables 


2 

1  2 

15  2 

2  8  3 

3  0 

2  2 

13  2 


1 


year. 


ibs. 


2 

2 

16 

20 

20J 

24 

0 

10 


20 

16 

4 

3 


0 

0 

27 

17 


3 


3* 

26i 

5 

15 

16 
51 

271 

22i 

25i 

20 

184 
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Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Bottled  goods — 

Chicken  fillets  . 

Tomato  ketchup  . 

•  •  •  •••  •  *  »  ••• 

1 

3 

5 

25| 

Confectionery — 

Chocolate  vermicelli  ... 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

2 

2 

0 

Miscellaneous — 

Bread  improver  . 

.  1 

I 

0 

0 

Cocoa  beans  . 

.  17 

2 

0 

7 

Coffee  beans . 

.  3 

0 

0 

0 

Glucose  . 

.  5 

5 

1 

0 

Tea . 

.  1 

12 

0 

22 

370 

5 

2 

171 

FOOD  VOLUNTARILY  SURRENDERED 

Fruit  (canned)  . 

Ships’  stores  .  2  8 

6 

2 

17 

2 

8 

2 

23 

The  condemned  peas  were  released  for  ultimate  use  for  human 
consumption  after  being  subjected  to  a  satisfactory  cleaning  process  under 
the  supervision  of  the  local  authority  concerned.  Approximately  75  per 
cent.  (266  tons)  of  the  remaining  food  condemned  or  surrendered  was 
utilized  for  animal  food  or  commercial  purposes. 
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LABORATORY  EXAMINATIONS 

Number  of  samples  examined  by 

(a)  Analyst  .  45 

(b)  Bacteriologist  ...  467 

The  following  samples  were  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Manchester,  for  chemi¬ 
cal  analysis  : — 


Nature  of  sample 


Object  of  Result 

examination 


Californian  grapefruit 
Californian  lemons 
American  apples 

Californian  oranges  and  liner  paper 


American  canned  concentrated  orange 
juice  (3  samples) 


Diphenyl 

ditto 

Metallic  spray 
Diphenyl  and 
orthophenyl- 
phenol 

Preservative  and 
colouring 


American  orange  oil 
Italian  glace  cherries 

American  chocolate  covered  cherries 


Metallic  content  i 
Preservative  and  j 
colouring 
ditto 


Indian  tea  (2  samples) 

Indonesian  tea  (5  samples) 

Nyasaland  tea 

German  premier  jus  (2  samples) 
Dutch  lager  beer 
Peruvian  canned  fish 
Portuguese  canned  anchovy  fillets 
Hungarian  canned  concentrated  tomato 
paste  (2  samples) 

Dutch  canned  gherkins  (2  samples) 


Metallic  content 
ditto 
ditto 

Anti-oxidants 
SO2  content 
Metallic  content 
ditto 
ditto 

Preservative 


Swedish  canned  cranberries 

South  African  canned  red  grape  juice 

Hungarian  bottled  preserves 
(4  samples) 

Canadian  canned  peanut  oil 
Canadian  canned  peanut  butter 
Dutch  confectionery  (3  samples) 
Dutch  sherbet  cones  (4  samples) 
South  African  dehydrated  beans 
Earth  colour 


Colouring 
Colouring  and 
preservative 
Preservative 

Anti-oxidants 

ditto 

Colouring 

ditto 

Metallic  content 
Identity 


Canadian  buttermilk  pancake  mix 


Colouring 


Satisfactory 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


One  sample  found  to  con¬ 
tain  slight  excess  of  ben¬ 
zoic  acid — released  for 
laboratory  purposes  only. 

Satisfactory 

ditto 

Cherries  found  to  contain 
benzoic  acid — re-exported 
to  U.S.A. 

Satisfactory 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

One  sample  found  to  con¬ 
tain  slight  excess  of  ben¬ 
zoic  acid— no  action  con¬ 
sidered  necessary. 

Satisfactory 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Identified  as  Rhodamine  B 
— unpermitted  dye. 

29  bags  maize  grits  con¬ 
taminated  by  this  dye 
seized  and  destroyed. 

Satisfactory 
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The  undermentioned  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Lab¬ 
oratory  Service,  Monsall  Hospital,  Manchester,  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  : — 


Nature  of  sample. 

No.  of 
samples 

Result 

Indian  tea 

1 

Satisfactory 

Peruvian  canned  fish 

1 

ditto 

American  canned  prawns 

4 

ditto 

Danish  canned  pate  de  foie 

1 

ditto 

Hungarian  canned  pork  cutlets 

Dutch  canned  fried  hamburgers  with 

1 

ditto 

gravy 

1 

ditto 

Yugoslavian  canned  pork  gulash 

1 

ditto 

Dutch  canned  pork  luncheon  meat 

1 

ditto 

American  canned  Vienna  sausage 

1 

ditto 

Danish  canned  salami  sausage 

1 

ditto 

Belgian  canned  cocktail  sausage 

1 

ditto 

Dutch  canned  frankfurter  sausage 

1 

ditto 

Hungarian  canned  turkey  breasts 

1 

ditto 

Dutch  canned  chicken  fillets 

1 

ditto 

N.  Ireland  canned  chicken  dinner 

1 

ditto 

Dutch  bottled  chicken  fillets 

1 

ditto 

Danish  canned  pure  cream 

4 

ditto 

South  African  canned  mushrooms 

1 

ditto 

Swiss  canned  ravioli  in  tomato  sauce 
Swiss  canned  noodles  with  meat  in 

1 

ditto 

tomato  sauce 

i 

ditto 

Norwegian  canned  bloodpudding 

1 

ditto 

Norwegian  canned  liver  paste 

1 

ditto 

Danish  ice  cream  powder 

4 

ditto 

Chinese  potato  starch 

15 

ditto 

Chinese  powdered  maize  starch 

15 

ditto 

Dutch  salami  sausage 

1 

ditto 

Dutch  sausage  (in  packets) 

Danish  spray  dried  whole  egg 

1 

ditto 

( pasteurised ) 

12 

ditto 

Canadian  frozen  diced  chicken  meat 

1 

ditto 

Canadian  salted  chicken  stock 

1 

ditto 

American  frozen  diced  chicken 

ditto 

American  frozen  chicken  fat 

. 

ditto 

Dutch  milk  powder 

1 

ditto 

American  pre-cooked  frozen  fish  steaks 

1 

ditto 

Indian  bombay  duck 

1 

ditto 

Cingalese  desiccated  coconut 

384 

Salmonella  organisms 

! 

lated  from  8  samples. 

38 


OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  FOOD  INSPECTORS 


The  period  under  review  has  been  extremely  busy  so  far  as  the 
Manchester  terminal  of  the  port  is  concerned.  There  has  been  a  consider¬ 
able  increase  of  tonnage,  augmented  by  an  extensive  barge  traffic,  by 
which  an  appreciable  quantity  of  foodstuffs  arrive  and  the  amount  of 
imported  foodstuffs  has  shewn  a  substantial  increase. 

At  the  end  of  1959  it  was  learned  that  imported  Cingalese  desic¬ 
cated  coconut  had  been  found  to  be  infected  by  organisms  of  the  salmon¬ 
ella  group  and  systematic  sampling  of  all  consignments  was  instituted  at 
this  port.  Initial  5  per  cent,  samples  of  each  mark  or  batch  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  if  negative  the  batch  concerned  was 
immediately  released.  If  salmonella  organisms  were  detected  a  further 
10  per  cent,  sample  was  submitted  from  the  same  batch,  and  if  this  fur¬ 
ther  10  per  cent,  showed  evidence  of  salmonella  then  the  whole  batch 
was  condemned.  If  the  10  per  cent,  sample  showed  negative  results  then 
only  the  packages  in  the  5  per  cent,  showing  positive  results  were  rejected 
and  the  remainder  of  the  batch  released. 

As  shown  in  the  following  table  384  samples  have  been  taken  during 
the  year;  8  samples  have  been  found  infected  by  salmonella  organisms 
and  the  bags  from  which  the  infected  samples  were  taken  have  been  either 
destroyed  or  exported. 

Desiccated  coconut 

Medium  Fine 

149  samples  235  samples 


Type  of  salmonella 

S.nchanga 

S.rubislaw 


isolated  Type 


of  salmonella  isolated 

S.kotte  (3) 
S.rubislaw  (2) 

S. paratyphi  B 


The  position  regarding  desiccated  coconut  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
The  low  and  uneven  distribution  of  the  organisms  throughout  the  coco¬ 
nut  makes  the  results  of  sampling  a  very  hit  or  miss  affair. 


The  indication  that  the  hygiene  of  the  process  of  manufacture  in 
Ceylon  is  inadequately  controlled  is  obvious,  and  it  is  there  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  eradicate  the  source  of  infection.  In  the  meantime  it  is 
essentia!  that  imports  of  Cingalese  coconut  should  be  thoroughly  and 
repeatedly  sampled  in  the  hope  that  this  may  compel  the  necessary 
remedial  measures  to  obviate  the  unhygienic  standards  in  the  country  of 
origin  and  so  remove  a  public  health  hazard. 

A  new  importation  to  this  port  was  that  of  frozen  forequarters  of 
cow  beef  from  Norway,  which  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


During  the  year  two  consignments  of  bananas  arrived.  These  were 
trial  shipments  but  the  majority  of  the  bananas  were  found  cn  arrival 
to  be  unmarketable,  over  70  tons  being  condemned. 
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Over  one  and  threequarter  million  cartons  of  canned  soups  arrived 
in  very  good  condition  apart  from  damage  occurring  during  transit. 
Thousands  of  crushed  tins  were  subjected  to  inspection  but  only  2  cwts. 
2  qrs.  271  lbs.  were  condemned. 

One  consignment  of  Norwegian  canned  meat  and  two  consignments 
of  Danish  pigs  tails  arrived  without  official  certificates.  On  receipt  of 
official  certificates  together  with  an  affidavit  from  a  government  veterin¬ 
ary  officer  the  goods  were  admitted.  A  consignment  of  Norwegian  uncer- 
tificated  canned  meats  was  re-exported. 

Shipments  of  lard  in  bulk  have  continued  to  arrive  satisfactorily  and 
properly  certificated. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  dried  peas  were  again  imported.  These 
are  for  processing  and  canning,  and  all  loose  and  sweepings  are  separated 
and  released  to  undergo  a  washing  and  cleaning  process. 

Two  consignments  of  salmonella  infected  egg  powder  were  imported, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  and  the  local  authority 
concerned,  in  oroer  to  be  pasteurized,  re-spray  dried  and  returned  to  the 
Continent. 

Much  time  was  occupied  in  examining  tea  removed  to  tea  warehouses. 
Unsound  tea  is  either  destroyed  or  utilized  for  the  extraction  of  caffeine. 

A  system  of  inter-port  communication  was  established  during  the 
year  concerning  anything  untoward  regarding  imported  foodstuffs. 

The  results  of  analytical  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  shown 
on  pages  36  and  37,  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  bacteriological 
examinations  Deing  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  samples  of  desiccated 
coconut  submitted. 

Disposal  of  rejected  ships'  stores  has  been  carried  out  on  request. 

Notification  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 

and  Food  of  the  recognition  of  official  certificates  issued  in  Gibraltar,  Italy 
and  Eritrea.  1 


Food  Hygiene  (Docks,  Carriers,  etc.)  Regulations,  1960. 

These  regulations  came  into  force  on  the  1st  November  and  deal 
primarily  with  the  cleanliness  and  hygiene  of  dockside  premises  and 
personnel,  the  provision  of  washing  facilities  and  first-aid  materials. 

a  the  control  of  transit  sheds,  warehouses  and  other 

dockside  premises  to  which  these  regulations  apply,  are  under  the  direct 
control  and  supervision  of  the  Port  Health  Authority.  During  the  two 
months  that  the  regulations  have  been  operative  pressure  of  food  inspec¬ 
tion  has  left  little  time  to  deal  with  them,  but  it  is  hoped  that  a  start  will 
be  made  on  major  aspects  of  the  regulations  in  the  near  future.  A  full 
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survey  is  to  be  made  with  respect  to  sanitary  conveniences,  washing 
facilities,  sheds  and  warehouses;  a  marked  improvement  in  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  sheds  and  quays  has  already  been  effected  by  verbal  representa¬ 
tion  and  the  serving  of  five  notices. 

The  amount  of  foodstuffs  damaged  and  contaminated  by  rodents 
and  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  I960  was  2  tons 
16  cwts.  3  qrs.  0  lbs.  This  supports  our  remarks  in  the  annual  report  for 
1959,  in  which  we  stated  that  there  were  signs  of  an  increase  in  the  rodent 
population.  Discussions  with  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Company  in 
December,  1959,  led  to  the  appointment  of  an  additional  rodent  opera¬ 
tive,  but  this  has  once  again  now  been  reduced  to  one  man.  The  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (Docks,  Carriers,  etc.)  Regulations  will  greatly 
assist  the  Port  Health  Authority  in  taking  further  action  in  this  matter. 

T.  BORROWS, 

W.  H.  JENNINGS. 


